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IIV THE IlEV. JOHN" KKM.IUl,
Sccrclpry of tlie niot-ene of Xrvrurk.
ABOUT nlne years a'go. when the

General Conventlon met ln.the
city of Washington. the Cliurch-
iiK-n's League of the District of
Columbla invlted the members

cf the conventlon to make a pllgrimago
to Jamestown. tho cradle of the Amer¬
ican cliurcli. Aceordingly. tho invita-
tlon havlng been accepted with thanks,
no sesslon was lieid on Saturday, Oc¬
tober 15th, On the way -the members
ivho partlclpated in the pilgrimage were
rec-lpients of the gracious hospitallty
oi the churchrh'en and cltizens of Rich-
niond generally.
The General Conventlon meets this

year for the forty-fifth tlme, countlng
two speelal antl 0110 adjourned meetlng
.elghteen tlmes ln tlie clty of Phlla¬
delphla, thlrteen tlmes in New York
City. three tlmes ln Bnltlmorc, twice ln
Boston, once ln Chicago, Clnclnnati,
Minneapolis. New Haven, San Franelsco,
Trcnton and Washlngton, and Rlchmond
lt< 1S59. As thls is the tercentennlal of
the plantlng of an Engllsh colony at
Jamestown, It 1b also the 300t!i annl-
versary of the* use of the Llturgy of
the Church of England by one of the
clergy of the Established Church. Hence
lt Is most flttlng inut the sons and
daughters of the American church
should meet in solemn assembly for
fcrvent prayer and high thanksglvlng
and devoted labor on the spot where
the fiervlces of the church were flrsi
offered by Robert Hunt and his fellow-
pllgrims. And bo, too, lt ls most ap-
proprlato that the General Conventlor
of 1907 Bhould meet In the most conve-
nient place near Jamestfcwn for th<
work of dellberatlon and counsel.
Ihe General Conventlon| Ita Illatory nm

JurlHldetiuii.
At tho prolimlnary meetlng ln 178-

for the organization of the severet

members of the mother Church of Eng
lf.nd, one of the "fundamental artlcles'
provided "that there shall be a Genera
Conventlon of the Episcopal Church li
the United States of Amerlca." Slnc
1789, when the constitutlon of th'
American church, as Bishop Whlte, li
those early days of comparatlve weak
ness, so fondly called lt, there has beei
a trlennlal meetlng of the suprem
body, except ln 179S, when tho yelio\
fever epldemic ln Phlladelphla occa
hinne'd a postponement of the nteetln.
untll 1799.
At all meetlngs of the General Con

vtntion "the church ln each dlocese" 1
entltled to a representation of both th
clergy and the laity, not excecdlng fou
of each order. As early as 1814 th
rxpedloncy of reduclng the unwield
I'l-oportlons of the General Conventlo
lij allowing smaller deputatlnns ^froi
flioeeses was as warmly debated as

ls these days. Perhups the Inchler
was recallod tliat ln 1786, on the cjues
lion of the rostoratlon of the word
"He desr-ended into he'U" in the Apot
tles' Creeil, was decldod by the dclegt
lions of Now Jersey and South Cart
lir-.n, all other dloceses belng dlvlde
l.he subject of "proportionato repri
netilatlon" was also advocated ln 183
in lt is to-day. A proposed ameni

mt»nt making the deputation of ent

dlooese to conslst of "one clorgymr
dnrt one *layman, with an aclitlon
slc-rical ileputy for every elght clerg;
nt.cn actuitlly rc-slding in tho diocos
jind an Hddltloiial lay deputy for evoi

twelve parishes belonging to tlie coi

?.entlon of the same," was indefinite
/ fostponed.

The bishops of tho church form
¦epnrntn houae, whlch meets wl

closed doors. In 1847 an effort waa
made to provide that no dlocese should
have more-than one represeritatlve ln
the House of Blshops, as the vlew pre-
vailed that "the blshops slt, not as

representattves of diocescs, but by vir-
tuo of thetr offlce." Hence bishops-
Condjutor have acats and votes as well
up thelr prlncipals, aa do also blshops
.liavlng mlsslonary Jurisdictlons. The
deputations of one clergyman and one
laymun from each' mlsslonary dlstrict
nave seats and tho prlvllege of debate,
but not that of suffrage. ,

Orsnnlzatlon.
In the House of Blshops the rule

adopted in 1789 iprovidlng for the presi-
dency accordlng to seniorlty of conse¬
cration has changed, and "rotatlon, be-
glnnlng from the North," substltutc-d.
The senior bishop, accordlng to the
tlme of consecration, was made the
president of the House of Blshops and
presldlng bishop for all other council
purposes by Rule of 1832. In the 1904
conventlon a modincation of thls rule
was adopted.
The House of Clerlcai and Lay Depu-

ties elect a president from the clergy
ln that chamber, a secretary and a
treasurer.
Tho system of parllamentary prac-

tice ls bicameral. The concurrence of
both houses is necessary to the validity
of any leglslation. But the General
Conventlon ls dlfferent from the Con-
gress of the United States in that its
actlon is completed; there is no veto
power. It is interesting to note that
ln 1789 a lay deputy from Vlrginla op-
posed a proposltlon which would have
Invested the House of Blshops with
a full negative on tho proceedings of

I tho House of Deputies. The Eastern
States, it was sald, sollclted the giving
of the "absolute nogatlve" to the
House of Blshops, and ln 1795 a pam-
phlet was clrculated entitled "Strlc-
ture8 on the Love of Power in the

I Prelacy," An Investigatlon was made,
and one deeislon reached which estab-
lished an lmportant preeedent, i. e.,
permlsslon to place a "protest" on
record was denled, Not. until 1808 was
the constltutlon amended so as to give
an absolute negative to the House of
Blshops, and there was now ratlfied
(May, 1808,) the long proposed amend-
ment of the constltutlon annUllng the
provlslon by which four-flfths of the
House of Clerlcai and Lay Deputies
could accompllsh a measure wlthout
the concurrence of the blshops. It is

e a curlous fact that Bishop White,
r of Pennsylvanla, feared' that on ac-
o count of peculiar circumstances
y he -would be the only bishop present
n at the 1808 conventlon ln Baltlmore.
II In his memoirs he tells us that he de-
t termlned, lf no other bishop was pres-
* ent, to be the House of Blshops hlm¬

self, so that the constltutlonal method
of dolng busnoss nilght ho carrled out.

ln the 1856 House of Deputies a de-
cision of the chalr was made and sus-
talned that a question lost by noncon-

uurronpe of ordors was not "determined
in the negative," and could be pro-
sented essentlally ln an al.tered form.

"

In connectlon with the slgnlng of Dr.
1 nawks's <-Ulmonial ln 1844 anothei

Impcrtant preepdent was ostablhihcd
that members mlght be cxnused from
vrtlng, but loave to have thoir reaaont
entered on the Journftl mlght not ln
grantcd.
TIiiik of Meet int;,
Tho commisslon changed Its tlme oi

meetlng at tha moctlng In 1804, epi-
derflid dlseasc-s liavlng prevuiled ln tlu

autumn for several successive years.
The month of May was selectod untll
1826, when the conventlon assenibled
ln November.

Since 1814 the Holy Communlon has
been the openlng service ln connection
wlth the customary sermon. The pro-
gram of closing exercises lias been In
uae for 103 years. A Pastoral Letter
was set forth by tho bishops at the re-

quest of the House of Deputies ln 1808;
ln 1SH the letters were ordered
prlnted ln the journnl. At the 1841
oflonventlon a resolutlon appended tp
the report of the Committee on Ex¬
penses provlded for tlie tiotdln'g of the
buslness sosslons of the conventlon ln
a Becular bulldlng. For the next ses¬

slon a place of meetlng was provlded
In the New York Unlv.erslty, but at
tho request of tho bishops tho seas'lph
waa contlnued ln St. John's Cliapel.
signifii-iiiit Declaratlon,
A slgniflcant decluratlon was made,

the two houscs ooncurring, in 181-1,
"ln reg'iml to the Idenllty of the body
to whlch two names havo been np-
plled. 'The Protestant Eplscopal Church
In tho United States of Amerlca' Ih the
Btimo body huretofore known In those
States by tho name of 'The Churt-h of
England,' the eliange of name, nltliough
not. of rollgwus prlnclplea, in doctrlnu,
or ln worshlp, or in dlsclpllne, belng
imluced by the churncU'i'lsttc of the
Church of Enp.laiul, supposing the in-
depondenee of Chrlstlan ehurclies, un¬
der tho dlfferent soverelgnties to whlch.
reapecllve'.y, thelr allegir.nee in clvl]
cnncerns belongs." At tho 1841 con¬
ventlon the corre.spoiuleiu-e beiweur

the presidlng bishop and tlie Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, and other for-
elgn prelates, was reported to tho
House of Bishops, and tha letters from
abroad are characterlzed as exhlbltlng
"tt spirit of truly Chrlstian love," "and
the readlest mlnd to co-operate wlth
this church ln the maintenance of
cathplic unity, and of.all nocessary se-
eurities in reference to the passlng and
ropasslng of the clergy of the several
ehurchcs for purposes of settlement."
Hts Grace; the Archblshop of Can¬

terbury, Invlted "tho bishops of the
Rof.ormed Church ln vlsible communion
wlth the United Church of England
nnd Ireland," to meet for brothcrly con-
feronce ln the palaco at L'ambuth ln
September, 1867. At the General Con-
ventlon ln tho followlng year the
Bishop of Illlnols Introduced ln the
House of Bishops n preamblo and res'o-
lution.s, w.hioh, among other tlilnga.
made men tion of the fact that a ma-
jority of tlie bishops of the Anglican
communion uttended tho conforcucu.
nnd the House of Clerlcal and Luy
IDeputles c-onc-iirrlng, that this church
now represented ln General Conven-
Uion, does adopt tho followlng resolu-

ftibnsiRosolved; That thls church records
wlth' gratltude to Almlghty God, the
sntlsfnction nnd thnnkfulnoss wlll
whli-h It regnrda tho solcmn usaeln

bly of tho bishops Of the Angllonr
communion ln tho Lnmboth con-
ference. And we do cordially unlt<
in tho languago and splrlt-of the "liv
troduutlon" by whlch tho delihoratlout

'of that liody were prefaeed,
Wo. hlntiong of ChrM's HoH- OftthnHi

Church, ln vlslble communlon with tho
United Church of England and Ire-
land, profesaing the falth delivered to
us in Holy Scripture, maintained by the
prlmlttve church, and by the fathers
of the Engllsh Reformation, now as-

sembled, by tho good provldence ol
God, at the archlepiscopal palace ol
Lambeth, under the presidency of the
prlmate of all England, deslre: First
to glvo hearty thanks to Almighty Goc
for liavlng thus brought us togethei
for cormnon counsels and united wor-

sliip; secondly, wo deslre to express thi
deep sorrow with which we vlew th<
dlvlded condltlon of the iloek of Chrls
throughout the world, ardently long
ing for the fulfllment of the prayer o
oui- Lord, "that all may be one, a:
Thou, Father, art ln Mo and I ln Thee
that they also may bo ono ln us, tha
the world may believe that Thou has
sent Mo"; and, lastly, we do hero sol
eninly reoord our convlctlon that unit;
wlll bo most cffectuiilly promoted b;
malntulnlng the falth in its purity am
Integrlty, us taught in tha Holy Scrip
tures, held by the primltlve chureli
Bummod up ln tlie Greo'ds, nnd afflrmoi
hy tho uiulisputPd general counslls
and by drawlng onch o( us closor to oii
comtnoti Lord, by givlng ourselves t
much prayer. und Intorcosslon, hy th
eultivatlon of a .splrlt of charlty, _un
a love of tho Lord's appearlpg.
Oilu-r A'lrtltora,
Other Lambeth conferences have beo

pluniuul and held, belng nttended b
as many of the Amerlcun blshops fl
fouml lt uonveniont to attend.
Tho Motrojiollttin of Cunadiv. thi

Most Reverend Francis Tulford, D. D.,
preached the openlng sermon of the
conventlon of 186B ln St. Andrew's
Church, Phlladelphla. In 1871 tliere
was a notable attendance of Engllsh
clergy at the General Conventlon be¬
fore the openlng sermon was preached
by the Bishop of Vlrglnla ln Emman-
uel Church, Baltlinore. The Lord
Bishop of Llchfleld, Dr. Selwyn tho
Bishop of Nassau, Dr. Venables, and the
Dean of Chester, Dr. Howson, wlth
other clergy of the Engllsh and Co-
lotiial churches, were present. Visit¬
ing prolates and other clergy from
across the Atlantlc and the Domlnlon
of Canada are expected at each suc-
cesslve conventlon. Tho Boston con¬
ventlon ln 1904 received His Grace, the
Archblshop of Oanterbury Prlmate of
all England, wlth tokens of great
satlsfactlon and profound reverence.
Other blBhopa from England and Can¬
ada also attended the sesaion. And
no./ ln thls year of grace comes His
Lordshlp, the Blsbop of London, llneal
descendant of hlm, under whose epls¬
copal care the cjiurch in thla latul pros-
pered from the days of 1607 ln Jiunes-
town until .polltleal condltions made
BUch fostcrlng care to be qulto 1m-
posslble, His vlslt to tho great gatli-
erlng of rept-esentntlve clergy a'n'c
lalty ln conventlon assembled in this
tercentennial year of tlie establlsh-
ment of the llturgy, doctrine and raln-
lstt-y of the church on these sliores
shall not only quickon l.iemory, bu>
shall also vlvlfy tho bonds of churcl
followshlp wlth men across the sea

yet who are of tho houschold of falth
For lt must be remembet-ed that near

ly 2,000 ministera ln Engllsh orden
liad labored on the American contln
ent slnee Its earllest attempted settlo
ment up to the close of tho Itevolu
tionary War.
ln tlie Early lln.vn.
In 1792, after nuiklng every allow

ance, tliere could not havo been trior
than 200 on tho first general clerg
11. t. The report on the Stutfe of th
Cliurch, now ilrst preaented, waa en

oouraglng, save so far as tho Sotither
States wore conoerned. ln Mat-ylan

l the church was "stlll ln a deplornbl
condltlon;" ln Virginia there was "dar
ger of her total ruln." New llfe ai
peared at tho outsel. o. the 1814 cor
ventlon, "for both South Carolina an

l] Vlrglnla were representod." In u nm

Jorlty of tho dloeesos tho report of tl
Stai.o of tho Church Wair encouraglni

tjBut in Peluware tho condltlon wi

,- "truly dlstressing and the prospei
s gloomy." ln Maryland the Churc

stlll contlnued "in a stato of doproi
kIoii," In Virclnla she had "fallen Ini

a deplorable condltion;" "in many
places her mlnistors" had "tlirown off
thelr sacred profossion;" her Uturgy
"was eitlier eontemned or unknown,^
"her sanctuarles desolate," "spaclous
templos, venerable ln thelr dllaplda-
tlon and ruins," were "now the habita-'
tlons of the wlld beasts of the forest.H
At thls conventlon trlennlal reports
were recornmended for the une of tha
Committee on the State of the Church
to be prepared by the eccle3lastlcal au-

thorlty of each dlocese prlor to the
meetlng of the General Conventlon.
At the next sesslon lt was reported

that nlneteen parishes had been or-

gonized iu tho State of Ohlo, and the
state of the church ln every dlocese,
save Delawure, was deomed to be full
of enuouragoment. The clergy 11st
speolfled the age of one clergyraan in
Vlrginla as 100 years; the whole num-

ber of clergy ls glven as 262. The
1S20 report stated that there were ove.r
300 names recorded, and that the
church was now rapldly extendlng.
Hopeful slgns were found and notlced
ln a slmllar report at the conventlon
of 1829. In 1844 Bishop Burgess char-
aoterlzed the sesslon of that year "aa
the businest and the most excltlng of
all our General Conventions."
The Committee on the State of the

Church ln 1862 reported "an increased
attention to the subject of Chrlstlan
educatlon. In the House of Blshops
two drafts of the Paatoral Letter were

presented, that adopted being the one

prepared by tho Bishop of Ohlo, who
preslded on the occaaion of Its de-
livery,
The Meetlng Here.
The Richmond conventlon of nearly

a half century ago was a memorablo
one in the annals of mlsslonary actlv-
Itiea, The Clenerai Conventlon met in
St 'Paiil's Church from the 5th to the
ssd of October. The Bishop of Vlrginla
preslded in the House of Blshops. The
eplscopate of the Amerlcan church was

made coextensivo with the boundarlea
of the United States by the electlon
of tho Itev. Dr. Joseph Cruikshank
Toibot as Mlsslonary Bishop of Me-
braska and the Northwest, and the
Rev, Do. Henry Champlln Lay to the
Mlsslonary Eptsoopate of the South-
ivcst, When lt was rcallzert that the
church had fllled the land from ahoro
fo shore, the vaat aasembly of deputies
and Vlsitors sang the "Glorla ln Bx-
cells." Dr. Lay, who afterward waa

Biahop of Haston, Md., was consecrated
Ot:tobt;r 23, 1859, aiui Dr. Talbot Feb-
ruary i5. 1860. Streas. was laid by tha
bonventlori on tho duty of every mtra-

b'er of tho church "to consecrate a

(Contmued on Tenth PaeeJ


